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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 17026 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, SF, UR, WA, MILL USUN 

SUBJECT: SOVIET PAPER ALLUDES TO NAMIBIAN ELECTIONS 

REF: MOSCOW 16800 

1 . AS INDICATED REFTEL, SOVIET PRESS HAS NOT REPORTED 
THE MOVEMENT TOWARD A NAMIBIAN SETTLEMENT ALTHOUGH 
PRIVATELY OFFICIAL SOVIETS APPEAR SKEPTICAL THAT 
GENUINE INDEPENDENCE WILL RESULT BY YEAR'S END. A 
BRIEF ITEM IN THE JULY 20 RED STAR SIGNALS, HOWEVER, 

THAT DEVELOPMENTS ARE IN THE OFFING AND THAT THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SOVIETS ARE DUBIOUS ABOUT THE PLANNED ELECTIONS. THE 
TWO-SENTENCE REPORT STATES THAT SAG IS CONVERTING 
REGIONS CONTIGUOUS TO NAMIBIA INTO SPRINGBOARDS FOR 
MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST INDEPENDENT AFRICAN STATES, 

AND (CITING A SENEGALESE JDURNAL) THAT THE BASES 
ALONG THE ANGOLAN BORDER ARE TO SERVE AS A CORDON 
SANITAIRE "ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE ELECTIONS IN NAMIBIA 
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WHICH THE WESTERN POWERS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN RACISTS HAVE PLANNED." 

2. COMMENT: RED STAR IS OF COURSE LESS AUTHORITATIVE 
THAN PRAVDA OR IZVESTIYA ON SOVIET POLICY TOWARDS 
TOPICAL INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS. THE APPEARANCE 
OF THE ITEM AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER. SUGGESTS THE 
FUNDAMENTAL SKEPTICISM UNDERLYING THE OFFICIAL 
SILENCE WHICH HAS SO FAR GREETED THE POSITIVE 
NAMIBIAN DEVELOPMENTS. MATLOCK 
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